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A Brief Overview of the National Context (England)
Fees and Bursaries (£9000 fees in England
since 2012) – fees to be increased,
bursaries changed to loans
Government Policy
◦ White Paper – Students at the Heart of the
System (BIS, 2011)
◦ White Paper – Success as a Knowledge Economy:
teaching excellence, social mobility and student
choice (BIS, 2016)

Organisations to support Widening
Participation
◦ Office for Fair Access (introduced after 2004
Higher Education Act)

Under-represented groups may
include (McCaig, 2014);
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦

Lower socio-economic classes (SEC)
Low participation neighbourhoods (LPN)
Black Minority Ethnic (BME)
Disabled Learners
Looked After Children
Asylum Seekers/Refugees
Parents/Carers

The University of Bristol
Highly selective research-intensive university
Within the top 5 research-intensive universities in the
UK
Qualifications required for admission is very high
(high tariff institution)
High percentage of students from private schools
Low participation rate of students from underrepresented groups
Bristol – 25 % child poverty rate (44% in South Bristol)

OFFA and Access Agreement
In 2016-17 the University of Bristol will
invest 31.2% of its additional fee income
in additional access measure to include;
financial support for students from low
income backgrounds and a
comprehensive programme of activities
to support outreach, retention and
progression of students from underrepresented groups

◦University planned spend for 2016-17
◦Outreach Activities - £2.5M
◦Student Success and Progression
Activities - £1.0M
◦Student Finance Package - £10.3 M

Widening Participation – University of Bristol Strategy
University seeks to attract
 Mature students
 Students from low performing schools and
colleges
 Students from low participation areas
(LPAs)
 Students from socio-economic groups 4-8
 Minority ethnic students
 Disabled students
 State school students
 Local students

Strategic Aims
Monitoring and Research
Outstanding Outreach

Diversify Intake
Student Support

Widening Participation – Strategies and Initiatives
Student Recruitment Team – range of
outreach activities
 Open Days
 School and College Events
 HE talks and workshops
 Students in schools
 Summer Schools
 Pathways to Law
 Access to Bristol

WP Student Support team
 Student Navigation Network (peer support)
 Mature and Part-time Students (advisor)
 Disability Services

WP Research Cluster
 Research Projects ongoing at the university
 http://www.bristol.ac.uk/sraa/uk-studentrecruitment/widening-participationresearch/

Access to Bristol – widening participation
Provides local students with an unprecedented
opportunity to experience life at the University of
Bristol, gaining access to its academic expertise
and facilities.
In 2015/16 Access to Bristol contained 23 subject
streams (7 of which took place twice through the
year), each of which required 6 two-hour
academic taster sessions needed to be delivered
by academic staff.
In 2015/16 a total of 628 students completed the
Access to Bristol programme. Students came
from 68 different state schools/colleges across
the local area.

Student Navigation Network: Peer mentoring scheme
Objectives of peer mentoring:

To foster a positive and inclusive atmosphere,
improve their experience and encourage a
sense of belonging.
To match mentors to new students from the
time of students’ first arrival at the University
and throughout the first year

In 2010/11 199 mentees participated in the
scheme, in 2014/15 this was 933 and for
2015/16 this figure is 1503. This represents a
58% increase from 2014/15. The scheme is
widely taken up by students from all six
faculties and particularly under-represented
groups.

The most recent evaluation report (2015/16 )
states that 84% of Mentees felt that peer
To provide personal and professional
mentoring had improved their student
development opportunities for students acting experience.
as peer mentors
Most common areas covered were social
aspects of university and settling in but study
skills and exams were also very common
topics.

Foundation Programme in Arts and Humanities
◦ Any individual from any background within a wide age range of 17-70. Targeting non-‘typical’
students who would not otherwise be in education. Particularly aimed at students without ALevels or equivalent qualification (90% of Foundation Year students fall into this category).
◦ Students who complete the course successfully are guaranteed a place on an undergraduate
degree within the University’s Faculty of Arts and Humanities.
◦ Launched in 2013 with a cohort of 27 students - 24 successful completions, 20 are now in
full-time undergraduate education, including 19 at Bristol. From the 2014/15 cohort, 17 are
studying at Bristol, and three have taken up places elsewhere
More information about the course at http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/study/foundation/
A video introduction to the course at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTcF1AZHpsY
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